Santa Fe River Greenway Interpretive Program
Santa Fe River Greenway ¢ Santa Fe County, New Mexico
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the new Santa Fe River Greenway program, an ambitious landscape restoration
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we worked with local experts and earned the approval of the Agua Fria community.

El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro = =i
Welcome to El Camino Real Park

Santa Fe

‘When you cross the bridge over the Santa Fe River, you join a The Santa Fe River Greenway
trail with nearly 500 years of New Mexico history! This part of
the Santa Fe River Greenway follows one of North America’s e hark ~ Frenchy's Field
mast famous early roads—E| Camino Real de Tierra Adentro, e

the Royal Road to the Interior Lands. Now a UNESCO World g gt
Heritage Site in Mexico and a Matienal Historic Trail in the
U5, the 3,600-mile international route begins in Mexico City
and runs north to Santa Fe.

Today's Camino Real travelers can follow this historic tradl on
marked roads such as Agua Fria Street or along linked parks
and community trails ike this one. No matter what route
you choose, the fascinating history and natural bei
American southwest await you along every
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~ Albuquerque Seeking a Road to Riches

Will the trail ahead improve your health... or your wealth?
Many early explorers thought El Caming Real was the path

Ifleu Pleg £ to silver and gold! Others wanted to advance Spanish culture
ot 43 and religion.
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Santa Fe River Greenway Interpretive Program

Approaching Santa Fe

For travelers heading north on El Camino Real long ago, this
view held the promise of safety, refief, and comfort. Ahead was
the welcoming village of Agua Fria (Cool Water) and the busy
colonial capital of Santa Fe,

How dioes your experience on the trail compare with what
travelers might have felt, seen, heard, or smelled o0 years ago?

Digging into the Past -

To archealogists, the rolling verrain in front of you reveals traces rer ; 5
of ancient pueblos, Spanish colonial ranchos, and more recent :

residences and industrial uses, Listen! Can you hear voices -
echoing down the years? -
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The illustration on this panel
used a lot plan from the early
30s to recreate the village of
Agua Fria as it looked in its
heyday as a farming community.

water ended a cent way
1 1995, esidents organized to preserve their heritage—

and their property and water rights—and qualify 3s 2
Traditional Historic Community. -
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