Project Details
Scope: Visitor/Nature Center: 5,000 sf
Budget: $ 400,000

Project Team

Exhibit development: Matt Kirchman
Exhibit Design: Edward Malouf
Graphic Design: Carol Lieb,
Alexander Tirer

Writing: Faye Goolrick
Construction: Premier Construction,
Burns & Wohlgemuth Woodcrafters
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Silver Lake Visitor Center
Bucks County, Bristol, Pennsylvania

Our team has developed a visitor-focused transformation for Silver Lake Nature
Center. This 235-acre complex is unique to Pennsylvania in that it harbors

the best-protected Coastal Plain Forest left in the state. Responding to the
communities” desire for a more accessible, welcoming, and attractive space
that would support the friendly and open environment created by the staff. Our
interactive exhibits prepare the visitor to understand what they will encounter
when they hit the trail. Why are there all these large boulders everywhere? Are
these softwood or hardwood trees? Is Silver Lake deep? What kind of animals or
birds will I encounter? The secondary theme demonstrates the dynamic change
that has taken place in just the last century, a spectacular growth in dwellings and
surprisingly, trees!
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Silver Lake Visitor Center

A new case highlights a formerly
neglected taxidermy collection. The
shelf and easily sliding case doors
allow staff to feature finds by visitors.

The photo at the top shows the former
offices, the photo below is the new view.
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itor Center

Restored

Wetlands Habitat

Silver Lake Nature Center has lots of water—
and wetlands. The word “wetlands” describes
landscapes that are saturated for extended
periods of time.

Look for these five different wetland types as
you explore the Nature Center today. Each
wetland area supports its own community of
plants and animals. The wetlands also help
prevent flooding and sustain water quality
throughout th(le region.

@ Open Water

Large bodies of open water
Silwer Lake, Magnolia Lake, and
Cassalla Pond — are true aguat
habitats, inhabited by plants and
aniemals, including 3 variety of fish,

‘-—..

oo vl ‘i-ﬂ o

Wet Meadow @él Pool m

The small unglaciated bog Under the power line Areas of open water within the Vighble from the rafsed boardwalks.
near the wet meadows Is ene wet meadows look like a farest and wet meadows. Like the it a broad, shallow expa
af Benrsylvania's most unususl field of wildfloweers in summes wet meadows, vernal pools appear Ieis aburdant with desp gr
wetlind types. Sphagnum as 13 inks o g 3t bast year- o
worts, bushy 0 d [ rraphes and sour gums
sen though their

Crimson-eyed Rose Mallow

Typical main area graphic panel,
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