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Mr. Malouf developed the graphics program for the award-winning “Slavery in 
New York” exhibit for the New-York Historical Society. The 10,000 square feet of 
exhibit space in this emotional and sensitive exhibition featured custom story 
maps, figure and portrait illustrations, and multimedia interactives that enabled 
visitors to explore in detail documents and articles from the Historical Society’s 
extensive collection. With minimal visual content available to the design team, 
we creatively used written archives to form the backbone of the exhibit, and drew 
on document details– such as the graphic scrim decorating the signatures of 
the first slaves freed in the city- to inspire graphic elements. 

Project Details
Scope: Museum Exhibit, 10,000 sf
Budget: $1 million 
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Concept: Ed Krent, Richard Rabinowitz, 
Michael Roper
Exhibit Design: Ed Krent, Rebecca 
Schrieber
Art Direction: Ed Krent, Edward Malouf
Graphic Design: Edward Malouf, Chris 
Danemeyer, Jennifer Arrington, Nicky 
McCatty, Jill Domenici
Illustration: Al Lorenz
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	 The	1712	Slave	Revolt

In April, twenty Coromantee men and others set 
fire to a baker’s shed in the East Ward, then shot, 
stabbed, and clubbed to death nine whites who 
rushed to extinguish it. Militiamen captured all the 
insurgents, except for six who took their own lives.

	 			The	Meal	Market

A ship’s delayed arrival, a spring cold snap, the 
 outbreak of war – such uncertainties made labor 
needs unpredictable. Some slaveowners profited 
from hiring their slaves out to others. To oversee 
this traffic in day labor, the city created the “Meal 
Market” in 1711. Slaves could also be purchased 
here, in taverns, or on ships. Under the market roof, 
the value of a human being was recalculated daily.

Landscapes of Conspiracy: Two New Yorks, 1741
Black New Yorkers mapped their own alternative cityscape 
— a secret from slaveholders and city leaders. If they could 
not escape slavery, they tried to escape surveillance. There 
was momentary freedom in busy markets and deserted fields, 
in noisy taverns and quiet alleys. 

Whites avoided the African Burial Ground, at the edge of 
town, so it became a perfect sanctuary for slaves. Backyard 
wells were communication hubs. In 1741, as local judges 
discovered, blacks enjoyed extraordinary opportunities to 
mingle, challenge, reassure, and conspire with one another. 

	 		Wells	and	Pumps

Slaveholders wanted good water for tea. Before 
dawn, slaves came to the few good wells in the 
town. They regularly broke the laws forbidding slave 
movements and gatherings. The well at Mr. Comfort’s 
garden was especially important in 1741. Here slaves 
welcomed newcomers, exchanged gossip, and shared 
advice on managing everyday life. 

Adjacent to this map, an audio program recreates the dialogues that 
might have been heard at a well. 

	 						The	African	Burial	Ground

The diverse Africans in New York forged a common 
identity in providing a final resting-place for their 
dead. Black New Yorkers organized their own funeral 
practices and perhaps the burial societies that 
 oversaw them. These would have been the earliest 
black associations in the city. 

	 		Hughson’s	Tavern:	Hotbed		
of	Insurrection	in	1741?

Where were the coins stolen from Mrs. Hogg’s shop? 
The trail led to John Hughson’s tavern. Mary Burton, 
an indentured serving girl, led the constables to the 
loot. Then she told a racy tale — of rowdy nights 
where blacks and whites mingled, drank, divvied up 
stolen goods, and slept together. Worse, they plotted 
to burn down the city and turn it over to Spanish 
Catholic invaders. Hughson, the judges ruled, must 
be hanged as the master-plotter. 

	 						Fire!
Noon, the day after St. Patrick’s, 1741. 
Fire sweeps Fort George, headquarters of 
 British rule. Sparks threaten the whole 
wooden town. Did John Roosevelt’s slave 
Quack set the blaze? Because the guards 
kept him from visiting his wife, a cook for 
the governor? Or because he was part of 
a conspiracy to kill the slaveholders and 
take over? Convicted of arson, Quack was 
burned at the stake on May 30.

1664 English conquer New Netherland 1664 Moliere’s play Tartuffe 1666 Slaves build  
Fort Good Hope for Dutch W. India Company at the tip of Africa 1669 John Locke’s 
 Fundamental Constitutions for the Government of Carolina, first colony based on slave labor 
1672-74 Third Anglo-Dutch War: Dutch retake, then lose New Netherland 1675 First minute 
hands on watches 1676 George Fox urges American Quakers to treat slaves humanely 

1680 Stradivari’s earliest known cello 1687 Principia Mathematica by Isaac Newton 1688 Oroonoko: Or, the 
Royal Slave by Aphra Behn, first novel to discuss the wrongs of slavery 1689 “Glorious Revolution” in Britain 
leads to rule of William and Mary, English Bill of Rights, upheavals in American colonies 1700 Asante Empire 
of Akan peoples unified under Osei Tutu on the “Gold Coast” 1715 French King Louis XIV dies, after reign  
of 72 years

1719 Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe underscores the benefits of slavery for master and slave alike 
1727 King Dassou Agadja of Dahomey conquers Ouidah, gains control of slave trade to coastal forts 
1739 George Whitefield’s preaching throughout American colonies sparks First Great Awakening 
1739-43 War of Jenkins’ Ear (or Austrian Succession) between Britain and Spain, especially along 
Georgia-Florida border
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Four “Storymaps” were developed for the 
exhibit each showing a snapshot of New 
York City at four distinct moments in time. 
Highlighted information depicted important 
locations in the history of African American 
New York during the colonial and early 
post-colonial period. Mr. Malouf developed 
and oversaw the final design and production 
of these graphics.
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