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Polk Pattern 
Battle Flag 

Before becoming a major general in the Confederate Army, 
Leonidas Polk was the Episcopal Bishop of Louisiana. He 
was known as Sewanee’s Fighting Bishop because of his 
role in establishing the University of the South in Sewanee, 
Tennessee. Inspired by the red cross of St. George used 
on the Episcopal flag, Polk designed this battle flag. Polk 
was quite popular with his men, but while scouting enemy 
positions during General W. T. Sherman’s advance toward 
Atlanta, he was killed on June 14, 1864. Although the exact 
number of Texans who served under Polk is not known, as 
many as nine Texas cavalry and infantry regiments fought 
under this battle flag.
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Confederate Reunion Ground 
Wayside Program,Texas Historical Commission, Austin

This project celebrates the camaraderie of the veterans of the Confederate Army 
from Limestone County and the oil boom era times in the town of Mexia. The Lost 
Cause movement took root in Texas through organized reunion camps, of which 
this Joseph E. Johnston camp, was the 94th established nationally throughout 
the south. The reason this camp is being recognized today is in large part due to 
the efforts of a oil businessman who invested in the camp in the 1920s. Albert 
E. Humphreys formed a relationship with the community where his company 
provided recreational facilities and other amenities for the sole rights to pump 
water from the Navasota River which is fed by natural springs at that location. 
When the Texas Historical Commission took over management of the site they 
have been enhancing the visitor experience with exhibits and pathways.

When the Convention of the People of Mississippi adopted 
the Ordinance of Secession on January 9,  1861 this simple 
flag was hoisted over the Capitol Building in Jackson. It 
prompted one witness, Harry McCarthy, an Irish actor, to 
write the well-known song “The Bonnie Blue Flag.”

This design probably seemed familiar to some people in the 
South. Similar designs had been used by English-speaking 
inhabitants of West Florida during their 1804 revolt against 
the Spanish, and by the Texans in their 1836 revolt against 
the Mexican government.

The Bonnie Blue Flag 
Unofficial National Flag 1861

As the war progressed, the citizens of the Confederacy 
wanted to eliminate any resemblance to the “Grand Old 
Flag” of the United States. In the new design, the upper 
left corner incorporated the popular battle flag of the 
Army of Northern Virginia. The white field was said to 
represent the “purity” of the Confederate cause. By order 
of President Jefferson Davis, it was first shown to the 
public draped on Stonewall Jackson’s casket when his 
body lay in state at Richmond, Virginia in May 1863. 
During the war, nearly 90,000 Texans served in the 
Confederate military.

Confederate Second 
National Flag 
“The Stainless Banner” 1863—1865

Many of the designs considered by the Committee on Flag 
and Seal resembled the “Grand Old Flag” of the United 
States, with variations in bars and stars. After a lengthy 
review process, the selected design was immediately sewn 
and hoisted over the Capitol Building in Montgomery, 
Alabama, March 4, 1861. Six weeks later, it flew over Fort 
Sumter. The first version of the flag included seven stars for 
the original Confederate states; the final version, adopted 
in November 1861, had 13 stars—for the 11 Confederate 
states as well as for Kentucky and Missouri though those 
two states never left the Union.

By the end of 1861, more than 25,000 Texans had joined 
the Confederate army. During the war, nearly 90,000 Texans 
served in the Confederate military.

Confederate First 
National Flag 
“The Stars and Bars” 1861—1863


